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HELCOM Workshop to support the development of a biodiversity 

assessment tool within HOLAS II 
 

Time: Monday 15 June 2015, 9:00-18:00 

Venue: Swedish Agency for Water and Marine Management, Gothenburg, Sweden 

 

Aims 
The workshop will support the development of a tool for integrating indicator based status assessments 

with particular reference to biodiversity as defined by the BSAP and the MSFD.  

 

Background 
The Project for Developing the Second Holistic Assessment of Ecosystem Health in the Baltic Sea (HOLAS II) 

started in late 2014 and will continue until June 2018. The project will produce an update of the overall 

environmental status of the Baltic Sea and evaluate progress in relation to the goals of the Baltic Sea Action 

Plan (BSAP). It will be developed so that it can also be used in reporting under the EU Marine Strategy 

Framework Directive (MSFD).  

The project will build on the concepts of the first HELCOM Holistic Assessment, which was published in 

2010, and develop these further in order to include recent developments and suit the aims of HOLAS II.  

 

Expected contributions 
Workshop participants will be asked to provide input on aspects that need to be considered in order for the 

tool and the assessment output useful for the HELCOM Contracting Parties. Workshop participants are 

advised that background documents will be sent out before the workshop, and that participants are 

assumed to be familiar with the content of these at the start of the workshop.  

In order to make best use of the day, participants are invited to provide comments to the draft agenda 

prior to the workshop. Participants are also asked to provide comments based on background material 

prior to the workshop. The needed input will be specified further in the background documents to be 

submitted. The input should be sent to the workshop leads; samuli.korpinen@ymparisto.fi and 

lena.bergstrom@helcom.fi. 

 

Registration 
The participants are kindly requested to register to the Workshop by answering the Participation survey not 

later than May 22, 2015. Please note that only registered users of the HELCOM Meeting Portal with relevant 

rights are able to fill in the Participation Survey and to access the restricted documents. Please find here 

instructions for first time Meeting Portal users. 

  

mailto:samuli.korpinen@ymparisto.fi
mailto:lena.bergstrom@helcom.fi
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/Biodiversity%20tool%20WS%201-2015-251/Lists/MeetingSurvey/overview.aspx
http://helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/events/meeting-portal-instructions/


 

 

Draft Provisional Agenda 
 
HELCOM Workshop to support the development of a biodiversity assessment tool, June 15, 2015  

9:00-9:15 Arrival and coffee  

9:15-9:30 Words of welcome, presentation of participants 

Agnes Ytreberg, Swedish Agency of Water and Marine Management 

9:30-10:00 Presentation of HOLAS II and aims of the workshop 

Lena Bergström, Coordinator of HELCOM HOLAS 

10:00-11:00 Biodiversity assessment needs within HOLAS II (Lena Bergström).  

- Aims of the biodiversity assessment 
- Indicators to be included and proposed grouping of indicators 
- Geographical coverage and proposed assessment units  

11:00-12:00 Discussion on key issues for indicator aggregation.  

12:00-13:00 Lunch break 

13:00-14:30 Existing tools for biodiversity assessment 

Samuli Korpinen, Finnish Environment Institute  

- Summary of the HEAT, Marmoni and Devotes tools.  
- Technical requirements and objectives of the HOLAS II biodiversity tool. 
- Presentation of the results from initial evaluation of the existing tools. 

How can the tools be built on to meet the current needs of the holistic 
assessment and be useful for the countries MSFD reporting? 

14:30-15:00 Coffee break 

15:00-17:00 Evaluation session by the participants 

17:00-18:00 Conclusions and closing of the workshop 

 


